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A Matter of Life and Death

Why Are You Here? Where Are You Going?

What Does Your Life Mean?

Do You Have Any Choices Regarding the Outcome?










What do you think will happen when you die? Will it simply
be the end of your existence? Sudden nothingness? If you
believe in eternal life after your physical death, will it be
lived in Paradise, Heaven or torment? So, what if you could
be assured that you will continue to exist after you die in a
world that is free from pain, sorrow and death? Would you
be interested?

Of course, we’ve only been talking about what happens after
you die. What meaning is there for your life while you’re still
living? Upon what teachings and beliefs do you base your
opinions?

When you think about it, in order for our individual lives to
have meaning, the universe itself must have meaning.
Strangely, many people would tell us that the universe
(whether planets and stars, or the earth, or the animal
world, or even us humans) has no meaning. They insist that
the universe (and us!) came about only by chance, not on
purpose. But if that is right, what possible meaning could life
have? The funny thing is that those same people act as if
life has a purpose, and they too look for meaning just like the
rest of us.!

Which brings us to two very important questions: If both the
universe and ourselves appear to have been designed, Who

! Ecclesiastes 3:11, Isaiah 45:5-6, Romans 1:20
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would that Designer have been? And for what purpose
would He have designed us??

How can we possibly find the answers to those big
questions? What about all of the religions in the world —
who has the Truth?

Our Creator’s love for us explains why He created us in the
first place. Because He loves us so much, He wants to have a
relationship with us, not just for the short time while we are
living on earth, but in His own spiritual world where there is
no time, no death, no suffering and no disappointment.3
From our world’s point of view, death is an enemy. It means
the end of everything that’s familiar to us, including, most
especially, relationships with those whom we love. But from
the Creator’s point of view, death is the doorway to the end
of death! And also the end of any hurt or sadness we may
have experienced.?

So why put us on this earth first, or at all? To get us ready
for the new life he has in mind for us. Think of babies in the
womb. They’re not meant to live there permanently, only to
get ready! Death, then, is like coming out of the womb of
this world into another, far better world! Humans also
sometimes choose to marry and have children to express a
new and different kind of love.

2 psalm 139:13-16, Acts 17:16-31, Ephesians 2:8-10
3 John 3:16-17
4 Hosea 13:14; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57
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How do we know all of this? Our Creator has sent us a
message...and signed it “God.”

Heaven

As people who live on a planet called Earth, it is hard for us
to imagine a God who could be both in our world and
beyond the outer edges of the universe. Where would that
be? The simple answer is “in Heaven.” But it’s not as if
Heaven is a place with either definable boundaries or an
address. Heaven is as different a reality from this world as
was our mother’s womb in which we existed before we came
into this world. How could one possibly have described
birds, clouds, or sunsets (or ice cream!) to us in the womb!
So the Bible (God’s Word explained later in this manuscript)
can only paint simple pictures of Heaven.

What'’s important is that Heaven is a spiritual world filled
with spiritual creatures that God created long before He
created our universe. Those creatures, known as angels,
don’t have flesh-and-bone bodies as we have (but the
spiritual bodies they do have must be incredibly glorious!).”
As God’s messengers to humankind, angels move
instantaneously between heaven and earth, sometimes
appearing in startling brightness, and sometimes behave like
ordinary human beings -- eating and everything!® When not
on earth, angels serve God in worship before His heavenly

5 Matthew 22:30
6 Genesis 18:1-8
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Throne, much like an earthly king might have servants in his
court.’

At a time long before God created humankind on earth, an
angel named Satan became too proud of himself and wanted
to be worshiped, like God. Many other angels joined him in
a war against God’s faithful angels. For his rebellion, Satan
and his evil angels (known as demons) were thrown out of
heaven.® On earth, Satan (also known as the Devil) tried to
get God’s new human creatures to join in his rebellion.

Satan tempted Adam and Eve, the first man and woman
created, to sin, causing them to be thrown out of their
earthly paradise (the Garden of Eden) just as he had been
thrown out of Heaven. This attitude of rebellion that Satan
encouraged in the very first humans has been with us ever
since, and continues every time you and | choose to dishonor
God. The good news is that Satan is limited in what he can
do to promote evil, while God’s faithful angels are not
limited in the good that they can promote, particularly in
those who live as God desires us to live.

That is where the story comes full circle. It is this same
Heaven that God has prepared for all those who live as God
desires us to live. At the great Resurrection of the dead—
when all the dead are raised and judged for their lives on
earth—those who have been faithful to God will be with God
and His angels forever! But in the story of Satan, there

7 Revelation 7:11-12
8 |saiah 14:12-15; Luke 10:18
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comes also a warning. The destiny of those who rebel
against God on earth is the same destruction that awaits
Satan and his demons for having rebelled against God in
Heaven.® This important difference in one’s destiny after
death is why it is so crucial for us to learn what God wants of
us in this life, and to know how we can serve our Creator
God as He deserves. So what has God told us about that?
Where do we read and learn about these angels?

What kind of messengers would God send to give us His
thoughts? Would He use men, prophets, divine beings or
maybe both? How could we determine Truth from mere
mortal opinions?

The Bible

In a way beyond our understanding, our Creator God caused
40 ordinary men over a period of some 1500 years to write
down what He told them regarding the mysteries of life,
death, and afterlife in the book known as the Bible. The
writing of this book could not have been a merely human
process, because everything fits together in a way not
expected of human writings, and reflects precisely what we
know of history, nature and human nature. Many of the
writers were eyewitnesses to what they wrote, and the
insights they give could not have come from humans alone.°
Many of the writings provided clues about nature, geography

° Revelation 20:1-15
10 1 Corinthians 2:9-10; 2 Peter 1:20-21; 1 John 1:1-3
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and archaeology many years before man came to
understand these facts.

The Bible itself is a collection of 66 books. In the first book,
Genesis, it tells us how God created all things and made us
humans in many ways like Himself. Like God, Who is a spirit
being, we too are spirits, just packaged in fleshly bodies.!
Also like God, we have the ability to freely choose between
good and evil.'> Unlike God, however, we sometimes choose
to do things that are evil or sinful. On the other side of
death, God has arranged that, like Him, we will only choose
that which is good. But in order for us to grow to be like Him
on the other side, on this side God must be like a father
training His children to do what is right and good.

Genesis tells us about the very first man and woman God
created, Adam and Eve.'* When they chose to disobey God,
they were punished for their sin, just as any child should be
disciplined by a father to be taught properly. Unfortunately,
Adam and Eve’s children, and their children, and all the rest
of us who have come after them, have also sinned (which is
to say, we’ve disobeyed our Creator-God).* The birthplace
and early history of mankind took place in what is known
today as the Middle East.

11 John 4:24; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17
12 Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua 24:15
13 Genesis 2:4-19

14 Romans 3:23; 5:12
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At one point in the early history of the earth, almost no one
was listening to what God had to say. So God brought a
great Flood on the earth, destroying all the people living at
that time except for the family of a man named Noah, who
was willing to do whatever God asked of him.'> Every
accountable adult during that time had rejected God. After
the population of the earth began to spread again, a
particularly righteous man, Abraham, was called by God to
go to a land 300 miles from his homeland.

Acting on faith in God’s promise to bless him and his
descendants, Abraham traveled to the area then known as
Canaan, where most of the events recorded in the Bible take
place.'® Abraham had two sons, Isaac and Ishmael. From
Isaac and his son Jacob (later renamed Israel) would come
“the children of Israel,” about whom the Bible has much to
say. (Today, their descendants are called Jews.) From
Ishmael would come a group of people known as Arabs,
most closely associated with Muhammad and his Muslim
followers in the religion of Islam.

God gave to the Israelites through the prophet Moses what
would become known as “The Ten Commandments.”?’
They’re a list of “do’s” and “don’ts” (like don’t lie and don’t
steal) that a parent would teach a child to help them become

good people. They also provide a foundation for a way in

15 Genesis 6:9-9:17; Hebrews 11:7
16 Genesis 12:1-5
17 Exodus 2:1-17
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which mankind can learn to live together with respect and
harmony.

But the Jews had a bad habit of disobeying God, so
throughout the two thousand years of that culture’s early
history, God worked hard to get their attention.!®
Sometimes He used military victories or defeats. Sometimes
He sent special messengers known as prophets to warn
them. Sometimes He used miracles, like making dry paths
through the sea, or raining food down from the sky.
Sometimes He caused natural disasters, such as famines, fire,
or earthquakes. But as is often true of children, the Jews
were stubborn.

To God’s amazement, they were influenced by pagan people
in the nations around them to worship man made gods,
represented by carved wood or stone idols. These so-called
“gods” were made to look like things in nature (like animals
or the sun), none of which would even exist had they not
been made by the one true Creator God!*® Century after
century, the Jews were in a constant cycle of rebellion.
When God punished them for their disobedience, they
would quit sinning and start obeying Him. But, just as with
little children, before you could turn around, they were
disobeying all over again!

18 Jeremiah 5:23; Hosea 4:16; Zechariah 1:2-6; 7:11-13
19 Jeremiah 10:1-16
8
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Through the many centuries of their disobedience, God was
a patient Father. God has always wanted all mankind, Jews,
Gentiles and Arabs to come to know, respect and love Him.

God was working through this nation to bring about a long-
range plan to deal with the problem of sin. Because sin
always brings separation from God, there had to be a way to
make it possible for us to live with God after we die. God’s
solution for sin would involve a great sacrifice on His part.
But first, God had to introduce the very idea of sacrifice, so
God gave a set of instructions to Moses, to teach the
children of Israel how to worship and live pure lives.

In these “Laws of Moses,” God commanded the people of
Israel to worship Him by killing sheep and cattle and offering
them up as sacrifices, with a focus always on the animal’s
blood, as if that blood could remove the guilt of their sins.
There were also special kinds of washings, in which water
was important for cleaning a person spiritually, as if the inner
soul was being washed much like we wash the outer body.?°
A time was coming when both the blood of the sacrifices and
the water of the ceremonial washings would find new
meaning in God’s great plan to save man from the
punishment demanded by sin and to make way for a
permanent life with God.?!

20 Ezekiel 36:24-26
21 Titus 3:5-7; Hebrews 10:19-22; 1 Peter 3:20-21; Revelation 7:13-14
9
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It is on the second main part of the Bible (the New
Testament) that God’s plan is finally revealed. A child is born
to a young woman, Mary, who has never had sexual relations
with any man.?? Her son, Jesus, is as human as any other
child who might have been born that same day, but (here is a
great mystery...) He is also the Creator God Himself!%3
Amazingly, God actually came down into our sin-filled world
so that He could solve the problem of sin. God would
provide a way for humanity to be able to draw near to God’s
holy nature.

In the first part of the Bible (the Old Testament), God had
appeared like a “father.” In the New Testament, He appears
like a “son,” the Son of God, who at times talks with His
spiritual “Father” even while He—the Son of Man (His own
favorite name)--is walking around on the earth!?* You might
ask: “Can that really be true?” The answer is yes, but only
because the “Father” and the “Son” are both truly God. Only
a God intelligent and powerful enough to create the universe
could be both “Father” and “Son” while remaining One God.
This nature of God is not polytheistic, but is a complex unity
of three essences.

In fact, the New Testament introduces us to a third way in
which God appears in this world: as the Holy Spirit, who
works through God’s people to bring His plan for saving us

22 Luke 1:26-38

2 John 1:1-18

24 Matthew 11:25-27; John 10:30; 20:30-31; Colossians 1:12-14
10
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into action.?® So we see God as “Father,” God as “Son,” and
God as the “Holy Spirit” —yet still One God!?® That seems
strange. Why do some people talk to themselves? Could it
be that we have a complex nature also and we communicate
between our heart and brain quite differently at times? The
complexity of God’s identity and nature is mirrored
simplistically in our own world.

When you think about it, it’s quite marvelous how God has
created things even in nature that help us understand what
is not natural but supernatural, not physical but spiritual.

Prophets, Priests, and Kings

The Bible has so many exciting things to tell us, it’s hard to
know where to begin! But there are three important types
of people in the Old Testament that help to introduce us to
the most important figure in the New Testament; the God-
man known as Jesus; and they are prophets, priests and
kings.

1. We've mentioned that God sent prophets to warn the
children of Israel about God’s punishment when they
disobeyed Him. But these messengers also talked about a
coming Prophet who would be God’s Ultimate Messenger to
the world. A few of these prophets were Noah, Moses,
Isaiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, and many others. Like them, this

25 John 14:26; 15:26; Acts 2:42; 11:16-17
26 Deuteronomy 6:4
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Ultimate Prophet would warn about the dangers of sin.
(Unlike them, this Prophet would also talk about the world to
come after death.) They mistakenly thought this coming
Prophet would reign as a political and military king in a
glorious kingdom on earth. Over the centuries, many
pretenders claimed to be this Messiah. But they all lived and
died without that kingdom ever happening. So, who would
that coming Prophet be. . .?%’

2. The Old Testament also tells us about how God
introduced the role of priest by setting up certain worship
leaders in Israel to oversee the animal sacrifices and rituals
that God commanded to be observed; first, in a big portable
tent (known as the tabernacle) and later, in a permanent
structure (known as the Temple) in the city of Jerusalem.
Priests, and especially the High Priest, were appointed to be
God’s spiritual representatives to His people. They were to
promote pure living as an example to the people, and also to
apply the blood of the sacrifices so that God could forgive
the people of their guilt. Yet, none of the priests were ever
totally pure themselves, and the blood of cattle and sheep
was not powerful enough to cover the people’s guilt.
Another Priest would be needed for that. A totally pure
Priest, and a Priest who could supply blood powerful enough
to deal with the people’s guilt. Who would that coming
Priest be...?

27 Luke 1:69-70; Hebrews 1:1-2; 1 Peter 1:10-12
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3. Alarge part of the Old Testament contains story after
story of Israel’s kings. Good kings, bad kings, minor kings,
and super kings. God had warned His people against having
kings, but they insisted that they wanted kings like the
nations around them. So God allowed them to have their
kings—not because He thought it would be good for them
(which it never was), but because God was slowly
introducing them (and the whole world!) to the One who
would be the King of Kings. By God’s incredible plan, this
coming King would be a descendant of one of Israel’s best
kings, King David.

David was a good king among many bad kings of Israel, but
even David was a sinful man who committed adultery and
went so far as to have the woman’s husband murdered.?®
Yet, God loved David’s heart! Unlike so many others who
deny their sins and refuse to change their actions, King David
was very sorry for his sin. He had a strong desire to be God’s
man.?° How he would have loved to have seen the King who
one day would be called “the Son of David.” So who would
be that coming King...?

Jesus, the Messiah Christ

When Jesus, the God-Man, was miraculously born in the
little town of Bethlehem, to Mary, a virgin, fulfilling ancient
well documented prophesies, everything about His humble

28 1 Samuel 13:14
29 2 Samuel 11:2-12:23; Psalm 51; Acts 13:22
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birth felt wrong to the Jews who for many centuries had
been looking for a Messiah they thought would be the great
warrior-king of Israel. Although Jesus was a distant
descendant of King David, His family’s simple background
was not what anyone would have expected. He didn’t even
have the physical appearance of someone who would stand
out in a crowd. Nor was He educated by the Jewish rabbis
(teachers) as a priest might be.

Many details of Jesus’ birth, life and death were prophesied
specifically in the Hebrew text of the Old Testament. For the
first thirty years of His life, He kept mostly to Himself,
working with His (not biological but earthly) father, Joseph,
and then, after Joseph’s death, taking care of His mother,
Mary.

When Jesus finally left home to become a religious teacher,
He surprised almost everyone, including His family and
friends. Because He could perform the most incredible
miracles (like changing water into wine3°, healing the blind,3!
and making wild waves calm!3?), Jesus quickly became
popular among the common people. And how they loved His
teaching! Unlike the rabbis’ complicated teaching, what
Jesus taught was easy for anyone to understand.3?® One of
Jesus’ favorite methods of teaching was to use parables—

30 John 2:1-12
31 John 9:1-41
32 Mark 4:35-41
33 Mark 1:21-22
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simple examples from nature or ordinary life situations that
Jesus would use to teach spiritual truths.3*

Jesus’ teachings were not like anything the world had ever
heard. They were filled with hope, grace, love, and mercy.
He spoke about loving one’s enemies and doing good to all
people no matter if they are deserving or not. Jesus taught
His followers not to judge people by their position in life,
how much money they might have, or by their gender or
race. Jesus spoke frequently about helping children, widows,
orphans, and the poor. Most importantly of all, Jesus spoke
about, not simply a person’s actions, but their heart—one’s
inner desires, motives, and reasons for their actions. To be
sure, God judges our actions, but mostly our hearts!3>

For all His popularity among ordinary people, Jesus was not
liked by the religious leaders of the Jews. He was quick to
point out how arrogant and hypocritical they were when
they insisted that the people should act one way when they
themselves acted another way. It was not God’s moral and
spiritual laws they were teaching, said Jesus, but their own
little rules. You can imagine how they reacted!*®* How could
this uneducated, wandering Teacher possibly be the
Messiah-Christ that the prophets of old had spoken about?
How could anyone who refused to keep their own special
rules be a priest? Worse yet, how could this man of peace

34 Matthew 13:10-17
35 Matthew 5:1-6:42
36 Matthew 15:1-14
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be a great warrior-king to overthrow the rule of the Roman
Empire? What upset them most, however, was Jesus’ bold
claim to be God! How dare He say He could forgive sins?
Only God could forgive sins!®’ Jesus had included ALL
people in the Good News He was proclaiming throughout the
region.

So when Jesus’ challenge to the Jews’ teaching and their
positions of authority became too much, they decided Jesus
must be killed.3® Using false claims and lying witnesses3? (as
well as an act of betrayal by one of Jesus’ closest disciples,
Judas*®9) the Jewish leaders persuaded the Roman
government to crucify Jesus by nailing Him to a wooden
cross until He died.*

With Jesus now dead and buried, the religious leaders had
finally gotten rid of this disturbing troublemaker. Or so they
thought.... In the most amazing supernatural act in history,
after three days in a sealed tomb, Jesus walked out of that
tomb, alive!*? Many hundreds of withesses saw Him, and
several touched His risen body, still with the holes in His
hands and feet where He had been nailed to the cross.*
What else could explain such an incredible resurrection but

37 Mark 2:1-12

38 )ohn 11:45-53

39 Mark 14:55-59

40 Matthew 26:14-16

41 John 19:1-37

42 Mark 16:1-14

43 )John 20:26-29; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8
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that Jesus was Who He claimed to be: the Prophet, Priest,
and King spoken of by Israel’s prophets? And, indeed, the
very Son of God!

What’s more, He was the ultimate sacrificial Lamb of God
who had shed His own blood as the perfect sacrifice for sin.**
On that cruel Roman cross, God’s plan to save us from our
sins was made complete. And in His incredible resurrection
from the tomb came the undeniable proof that we, too, can
have life beyond death! This life after death is available for
ALL people around the world who accept Jesus as their
Messiah.

“For God so loved the world, that He gave his only Son, so
that whoever believes in Him might not be destroyed, but
have a forever-life with God.” (John 3:16)

The Apostles

During the three years that Jesus was teaching and
performing miracles, He was preparing twelve of His
disciples to be special ambassadors, or apostles, to spread
the word about Jesus; first to the Jews and then to all the
world.* Like Jesus Himself, these twelve men were
outsiders to the religious establishment. Unlike Jesus, each
of them had character flaws and sins that sometimes make
you wonder what potential Jesus saw in them. Yet they are a

4 Hebrews 9:1-10:18
4> Matthew 10:2-4
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reminder that God uses flawed and sinful people like
ourselves to tell other flawed and sinful people how much
God loves them!

For forty days after His resurrection, Jesus spent time with
His eleven apostles, preparing them for their mission. (The
twelfth apostle, Judas, had committed suicide after betraying
Him.) Jesus told them that He had to go back into Heaven,
but that He would send them the Holy Spirit to encourage
them and guide them in their mission.*® Then, in the
presence of His apostles, Jesus ascended into heaven from
which He said one day He would return to judge the world.#’

The Early Church

Under the leadership of the apostles, this movement of
baptized Jesus-followers (soon called “Christians” after their
Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ) began meeting together for
worship and fellowship. These Jewish Christ-believers
praised God in the Temple for sending His Son as the
promised Messiah. But there were important differences
between their former worship as Jews and their new worship
as disciples of Jesus. Instead of their special Sabbath (our
“Saturday”) worship in the Temple or in synagogues (places
of religious instruction), they met together in private homes

% John 14:25-26
47 Luke 24:50-51
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on the first day of the week (our “Sunday”), the day on which
Jesus walked out of the tomb.*8

The central focus of their simple worship each week was
remembering Jesus’ sacrificial death by drinking wine and
eating unleavened bread, just as Jesus had taught His
disciples to do in His memory. The wine represents Christ’s
blood, while the bread represents Christ’s body on the cross,
given to take away our sins. As we drink the wine and eat
the bread, we look back to the cross and the empty tomb
with thankfulness, and forward with hope to Christ’s
return.*

In Christian worship, no longer are there any animal
sacrifices, human priests, complicated rituals, special feasts,
or any of the other acts of worship that had been required
under the Laws of Moses. Jesus Christ is our High Priest! He
is our Sacrificial Lamb whose blood once and for all time has
done what the blood of animals could never do!*° As the
spiritual body of Christ, the early church (all those who were
baptized believers) joined together in prayer, in singing, and
in listening to the teaching brought by mature disciples of
Christ. As any physical family would do, this spiritual family
regularly ate together as a way of having closer fellowship.

48 Mark 16:9; Acts 20:7; Romans 16:5
4% 1 Corinthians 11:17-34
50 Hebrews 10:1-14
19



Dy uleall (el g S5y SNy o)yl I i ¢l JSU
B¢ s ige Gelayy el plaY) ) ki LS of il g gu

5l g€ ol il gua i3 A day a8 Yl Balal)
Dles 4 diala dpuiks VA gl Balee Ay aul e
s e Llay (s 5l sy diia 5 jie Gl ) (e Baliall
Jaall g5 ladac V) LiigS Lty 58 ¢ gun rasall Of Can

DS ) s 8as) 58 e 4 Slins (515 (Lilad (e 2 sadall
>l auall s 501U gaall clad aaen (o Juadl Lilas
)5l cpall e sal) aaea (s1) (A sY) A€l S LS crpnsall
adlxil) ) & Laiul) 5 cani yill 5 8Bl 8 Lee aaind (330 saxall
a5l Alladl ells il A 508 5 ransall 30030 (g paiall
750 e Bliall Al € aUanly bea JSU pana 5l 350 Jie
ol e 08 L | SIS LS 285 )1 dagl 5 ) 5 48,4
*agin Oaliaal jse aul Ganll agiany Glaliial 3

O Bl Jasy uadll & g5 OIS ¢ 51l gl (U g
ol gl ol el ) s LIS ) Jaze Jand 5 58l
Gl Y Ll y g ) piia W S ) (e Dlad cilS " L)

5oLl JLAY S Sl o V) agm s (S5 als «J515Y) Gpempnnall
sl e s agiliaal 5 cagiDlile as

34-17 :11 SV pusii ) S 49
14-1 :10 ol padl 50
47-42 2 Juel 51
19



They also generously shared their financial resources to take
care of anyone who might be in need.!

During those early years, the Holy Spirit was actively working
among those on-fire believers, and especially through the
apostles, who were given the power to perform miracles as
signs to their hearers that their “good news” message was
truly from God. It was an exciting time for those very first
Christians, and they couldn’t help but share the good news
with their families, friends, and even strangers.

This Good News, or the Gospel, was taught to Arabs, Gentiles
and Jews. So many of them were converted to Christ that
the church grew enormously; even though many of these
new Christ-followers were persecuted by being put into
prison, killed, or simply were shunned by their own families
for converting to another faith.

In order for these new Christians to grow and mature
spiritually, the apostles wrote letters of instruction,
encouragement, and sometimes even rebuke. These letters
are formally known as the Epistles. Most of them were
written by a specially-appointed apostle named Paul, a
former Jewish superstar who was in charge of persecuting
Christians until the day that he was personally confronted by
the risen Christ.>? That life-changing experience led Paul to
become the most well-known of the apostles, preaching the

51 Acts 2:42-47
52 Acts 22:1-21
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Good News about Jesus all over the ancient Mediterranean
world. His three missionary journeys took him to modern-
day Turkey, Greece, and Italy.

Paul’s first challenge was to convince his fellow Jews that, as
believers in Jesus the Messiah, they no longer needed to
follow many of the legalistic regulations of the old Laws of
Moses. However, the basics of the Ten Commandments
continue to be utilized in most modern day cultures as
standards that promote harmony, peace and social justice.

Over and over, Paul had to remind them that they were
being saved by God'’s grace, not by doing good works or by
the human effort of strict law-keeping; even though those
who accept Jesus as their Messiah would have the desire to
do good works.>®* More challenging yet, Paul was telling
them that salvation in Christ was for everyone in the world,
not just for the Jews. Well, you can imagine their response.
How dare God save the “sinful Gentiles” who weren’t part of
His chosen nation of Israel! But Paul insisted that Jesus tore
down the wall separating Jews, Arabs and Gentiles, even as
Jesus himself had begun to demonstrate during His own
ministry when He reached out to people who were not
Jews.>

As the scriptures recorded in the Bible come to an end, we
find a book known as The Revelation to John®>, or simply

53 Ephesians 2:8-9
54 Ephesians 2:11-22
55 Revelation 2:1-3:22
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“Revelation.” While the apostle John was living as a prisoner
on the Greek island of Patmos, he received a series of visions
directly from Jesus, telling him to write letters to seven
churches located in what we know as modern-day Turkey.
The letters complimented those churches for various acts of
faithfulness, but mostly they warned about ways in which
the disciples in those churches needed to improve their
attitudes and actions.

Being faithful as a Christian is no easy matter. Using highly-
figurative, often mind-blowing words and images, Jesus
paints a picture in The Revelation of fantastic events related
to His return to the earth to judge the living and the dead.
When that day comes, Jesus will appear with frightening
sight and sound; all the dead will be raised from their graves;
each person will be judged for how they have responded to
God; the faithful will enter into God’s own forever-world;
and the wicked will be punished and destroyed forever.

What is the message of this incredible last book of the Bible?
Quite simply: God calls us to remain faithful no matter what
obstacles might be put in our way, and to remain morally
pure in a world that laughs at moral purity. God himself will
take care of everything else, including the triumph of good
over evil, and the defeat forever of suffering, struggle,
disappointment, and death. God offers grace for all who
come to love Him, with the knowledge that Believers may
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live this life with purpose and peace for the wonderful
eternity that awaits.

How can a person know that the words in this special book,
the Bible are indeed Truth? The words found in this Book
have survived for more than 2000 years. Documented
prophesies have been fulfilled and recorded by eye
witnesses, archaeological finds have verified details of cities
and civilizations, scientific facts ignored by mankind for
centuries were found to be true and even descriptions of
dinosaurs are in this Book. If false prophets wanted to make
up stories about God, His Creation and history, would these
be the stories they would make up? This special Book gives
credence to a Supreme Creator using flawed mankind to
carry out His message of love and redemption.

May the God of love, grace, peace and forgiveness guide
you.

If you have any questions you’d like to ask, please feel free to
contact those whose contact details appear in the space
below:
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Many thanks to F. LaGard Smith and Tony Tadros for their
wisdom, insight and translation in the text of this booklet.
Also, thanks are given for the financial underwriting of the
publication, provided privately by devoted Christians.

My grandfather was named Rufus Burton Parkes. There is an
obscure reference to “Rufus” in Romans 16:13 as being a
“choice man in the Lord”. Mark 15:21 mentions that Simon
of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was pressed
into service to carry the cross of Jesus as He was being led
away to His execution.

May we all be found to be “choice brothers and sisters in the
Lord”!

Dedicated to Rufus and Stella Parkes, and my parents, Roger
and Sara Church, who taught their children to love the Lord.

Susan Saunders, Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville,
Tennessee, USA
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